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Dear Readers,

This Special Issue on the public health workforce (PHW)
in Hawai‘i was envisioned as a consolidated, scholarly re-
source to support, enrich, and grow the PHW in the state
of Hawai‘i. It was conceived in response to the extraordi-
nary efforts, the deep value, and the capacity strains of the
PHW during the COVID-19 pandemic and the opportunities
that arose following this moment to augment, develop, and
grow this workforce to reflect our communities and their
needs.!

As this Special Issue goes to publication, the landscape
for public health has dramatically changed and will con-
tinue to change.2"? The mission of public health is cur-
rently under threat in myriad ways in the state and in the
country, from misinformation, to science denial, to data
suppression, to reduction in funding and personnel and
programs to essential public health activities.19-13 Govern-
mental public health locally, nationally, and globally is in
crisis. 1415 As the federal government plays a core role in
non-governmental public health training, research, data,
and organizational support, these entities are also under
threat.16-18 There has been a recent sea change on the
foundation of which government public health has been
built over the last century.!? This is in a landscape in which
public trust in public health institutions and science was al-
ready falling; the lack of trust especially in the face of mis-
information is a dire situation that needs to be changed, as
is the dismantling of the core expertise in the institutions
that provide this guidance.20 Much of our public health
training has focused on preventing disease—not on con-
fronting misinformation, information suppression, or cuts
to the public health workforce—yet these have become crit-
ical threats to our mission.

The multiple authors of this editorial recognize the in-
formation collected in the Special Issue at this moment
may feel more historical than timely. While times have
changed, this Special Issue is being shared as a reminder of
the evergreen value of the mission of public health and the
continued need to support, grow, and recognize the PHW
and to achieve health equity. The information in this Spe-
cial Issue is important to capture now to document and un-
derstand these conversations, initiatives, and values as well
as the collaborative efforts of so many over time. The ed-
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itorial board hopes this document may serve as a useful
scholarly resource to both current and future endeavors to
augment, support, and rebuild the PHW. These efforts may
include bringing back those who have gone to the private
sector or left the field entirely and rebuilding pathways to
engage them. It may include sharing the value and mean-
ing of public health with new audiences and new settings.

The current threats to public health do not change the
core essential role of public health in all of our lives and our
communities. A healthy public health workforce is vital for
a healthy economy. Each one of us depends every day on
the work of public health to ensure safe air to breathe, safe
water to drink, safe food to eat, and safe places for recre-
ation. We depend on public health to make it safe for us
to interact with each other at work, at school, socially, and
in public places. Without a strong public health infrastruc-
ture, the risk of engaging in all of these activities will in-
evitably increase. This Special Issue can now serve, in part,
as a roadmap for strengthening and rebuilding these criti-
cal public health functions in the face of current threats. To
this goal, as in so much of public health, the editorial board
will continue to work together with dedication, commit-
ment, and collaboration towards collective goals for com-
munity health and wellbeing across our sectors and roles.
And will continue to build and support the workforce that
makes this possible in this moment of uncertainty — and
beyond.

These are personal views and they do not necessarily
represent Hawai‘i Department of Health, the University of
Hawai‘i, or other institutions of employment.

On March 4, 2025, the Office of Public Health Studies
(OPHS) in the Thompson School of Social Work & Public
Health at the the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa was re-
named the Department of Public Health Sciences to better
identify as an academic department and to emphasize lead-
ership in advancing the science of public health in Hawai‘i
and beyond. Most articles for this Special Issue were already
completed and do not reflect this name change. The article
focused on the department as well as author affiliations in
the editorials have been updated to reflect this change.
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